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S, the nineteenth letter of the English al-
phabet. The corresponding letter of the
Phoenician alphabet had somewhat the form
of a Wj which in Greek was turned on edge,
gradually becoming rounded into its present
form. 8 has a twofold pronunciation—the
sharp, or sibilant, character, as in sack, sin,
Ms, thus,' and the soft or sonant, z sound, as
in muse, flies. In certain words, as fissure,
sugar, passion, it has the sound of s'h.
SABBATH, saVafh, the Hebrews' divinely
appointed day of rest and worship. The origin
of the Sabbath is given in the Bible in the
second chapter of Genesis:
"And on the seventh day God ended his
work which He had made; and He rested on
the seventh day from all His work which He
had made. And God blessed the seventh day
and sanctified it."
In the Ten Commandments the Israelites
are expressly commanded to observe the Sab-
bath, in the words: "Thou shalt observe the
Sabbath day to keep it holy." For centuries
this commandment was obeyed to the letter.
ISTo work was allowed, and one could not travel
farther than a Sabbath-day's journey, a little
less than a mile, from the city. The Pharisees
added many trivial rites and ceremonies to
Sabbath observance, and at the coming of
Christ they placed greater emphasis on the
letter than the spirit of the law. Christ
taught that it was lawful to do good on the
Sabbath, and that the Sabbath was made for
man, and not man for the Sabbath.
As every seventh day among the Jews was
a day of rest for man, so every seventh year
was a year of rest for the land, and was
known as the 8ttbbatical year of release for
Jewish, debtors.
Sunday, Saturday is the Sabbath of the
Jews and a few minor Christian sects, but
the Christian Church in general observes
Sunday, or the first day of the week, as a
 day sacred to rest and worship. There is d^
reference to the Sabbath in the New Testa-
ment, except in the Gospels, but there are
numerous references to the first day of the
week. Since this was the day on which Christ
rose from the dead the Christians adopted it
as their Sabbath, and its observance as a day
or rest and worship, or as the Lord's Day, has
become general.
SABINE, sabeen', a river rising in the
northeastern part of Texas and flowing south-
eastward, then southward to the Gulf of Mex-
ico through Sabine Lake and Sabine Pass. It
is about 500 miles in length, and for about
300 miles forms the boundary between Texas
and Louisiana. It is navigable only by small
steame. s.
SABINES, salteenz', an ancient Italian
people, allied to the Latins, and an important
nation before the foundation of Rome, They
were a brave, religious race, confined to the
mountain districts to the northeast of Rome.
According to legend, the daughters of the
Sabines were seized and carried ofl: by the
early Roman youths for wives while they were
being feted at a great festival. Wben the
Sabines were dissuaded by the Romans from
waging war upon them, the two nations
united in 290 b. a, the Sabines settling on
Quirinal Hill. See rome, history of.
SABLE, a small fur-bearing animal, a na-
tive of Siberia. It is akin to the American
sable and the pine marten. It averages a
foot and a half in length, and has a bushy
tail and glossy brown fur. The animal makes
its home in rock crevices and in trees, and
is very wary and difficult to capture. Nuts
and suck small animals as squirrels, birds and
mice constitute its food. Sable fur is one of
the most valuable of all commercial furs, a
single small pelt sometimes bringing $200.
A coat made of sable of fine quality is worth
several thousand dollars.
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